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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-21 have been examined. 



Note Regarding Inventorship and Priority 

The instant application is a continuation-in-part of application 09/465,343, which 
is a continuation-in-part of application 09/356,963. However, the instant application has 
no inventors in common with these two applications, and is therefore not entitled to their 
filing dates. See Rule 1 .78, and MPEP 201 .08. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-6 are objected to because of the following informalities: The preamble 
of claim 1 refers to "the improvement comprising:", but "the improvement" lacks 
antecedent basis, and there is no actual statement that claim 1 is a method claim. 
Claim 1 should recite, "a method comprising:". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 6 has a step 
(f), but so does claim 2. It would be preferable to rename one of these steps to avoid 
ambiguity. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 7-9 are objected to because of the following informalities: "end-user" is 
hyphenated in the third line of claim 7, but "end user" is not hyphenated in the eleventh 
and twelfth lines, or the twenty-second line of the claim. Consistency is preferable. 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 9 has a step 
(g), but so does claim 8. It would be preferable to rename one of these steps to avoid 
ambiguity. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 10-12 are objected to because of the following informalities: In the 
sixteenth line of claim 10 (end of clause (c)), "the end user" lacks antecedent basis. 
(Also, "the end user" occurs at the end of claim 11.) Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 12 has a 
step (f), but so does claim 11. It would be preferable to rename one of these steps to 
avoid ambiguity. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 13-15 are objected to because of the following informalities: "end-user" is 
hyphenated in the last line of claim 13, but "end user" is not hyphenated in the third line. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 15 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 15 has a 
step (g), but so does claim 14. It would be preferable to rename one of these steps to 
avoid ambiguity. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 21 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 21 has a 
step (g), but so does claim 17. It would be preferable to rename one of these steps to 
avoid ambiguity. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically discbsed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1-6 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ganesan et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0087461) 
and in view of the anonymous article "Fidelity Forges a Link Between Mutual Funds and 
Credit Cards," hereinafter "Fidelity Forges a Link," and official notice. As per claim 1, 
Ganesan discloses: (a) creating, through the use of a computer, an electronic gift 
certificate for a prescribed gift amount (paragraphs 40-49 and 197-199; Figures 18A, 
18B, 19A, 19B, and 19C); (b) electronically transmitting, through the use of a computer, 
the gift certificate to an end user (paragraphs 40-49 and 197-199; Figures 18A, 18B, 
19A, 19B, and 19C); and (c) redeeming the gift certificate for the gift amount 
(paragraphs 204-206 and 208-210). Ganesan does not disclose (d) electronically 
transferring the gift amount for the redeemed gift certificate into an investment account; 
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and (e) transferring the gift amount from the investment account into an investment 
product. However, "Fidelity Forges a Link" teaches depositing funds into an investment 
account, and transferring funds from the investment account into an investment product 
(entire article, especially second paragraph, beginning, "The Fidelity Investor Card"). 
"Fidelity Forges a Link" does not expressly disclose that the funds are gift amounts, or 
that they are transferred electronically, but official notice is taken that it is well known to 
conduct financial transactions by electronic transfer, and that it is well known to save or 
invest money given as gifts. Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention to transfer the gift amount into 
the investment account, for the obvious advantage of helping to save for retirement, 
one's children's education, or other purposes; and to transfer the gift amount 
electronically, for the obvious advantage of not having to travel to a financial institution 
in person, and for the obvious advantage of not having to employ a scrivener to write 
out records of the financial transfer by hand. 

As per claim 2, Ganesan does not disclose (f) completing at least one purchase 
transaction with at least one pre-authorized retailer for a prescribed purchase price, but 
"Fidelity Forges a Link" teaches a rebate on purchases (made using a credit card), 
which inherently implies completing at least one purchase transaction with at least one 
retailer, and official notice is taken that it is well known for credit card retailers to be pre- 
authorized (to process credit card transactions). "Fidelity Forges a Link" likewise 
teaches: (g) transferring a rebate sum corresponding to a prescribed percentage of the 
purchase price into the investment account; and later (h) transferring the rebate sum 
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from the investment account into the investment product (entire article, especially 
second paragraph, beginning, "The Fidelity Investor Card"). "Fidelity Forges a Link" 
does not expressly disclose that the rebate sums are transferred electronically, but 
official notice is taken that it is well known to conduct financial transactions by electronic 
transfer. Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of finance 
at the time of applicant's invention to transfer the rebate sum into the investment 
account, and thence into the investment product, for the stated advantage of helping 
people save for such purposes as retirement or their children's educations; and to 
transfer the rebate sum electronically, for the obvious advantage of not having to travel 
to a financial institution in person, and for the obvious advantage of not having to 
employ a scrivener to write out records of the financial transfer by hand. 

As per claim 3, neither Ganesan nor "Fidelity Forges a Link" expressly discloses 
completing multiple purchase transactions on an intermittent basis, but official notice is 
taken that it is well known to complete multiple purchase transactions on an intermittent 
basis. Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of finance at 
the time of applicant's invention for step (f) to comprise completing multiple purchase 
transactions on an intermittent basis, for the obvious advantage to the purchasers of 
making purchases as they found themselves in want of various goods and services, and 
able to afford them. 

As per claim 4, neither Ganesan nor "Fidelity Forges a Link" discloses that the 
retailer is a global computer network retailer, or that step (f) is accomplished through the 
use of a computer, but official notice is taken that it is well known for retailers to be 
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global computer network retailers, and for purchase transactions to be accomplished 
through the use of a computer (see, for example, Dias, U.S. Patent 6,170,017, column 
1, lines 13-18; and Laing, "Cybermall Rats"). Hence, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention for the retailer to 
be a global computer network retailer and for step (f) to be accomplished through the 
use of a computer, for the obvious advantage of letting people buy products offered 
through the global computer network, which in some cases would be unavailable (or at 
least difficult to find) in local shops. 

As per claim 5, "Fidelity Forges a Link" discloses that step (h) (transferring the 
rebate sum from the investment account into the investment product) is completed 
subsequent to a total of the sums deposited into the investment account under step (g) 
reaching a minimum level (second and fifth paragraphs). Hence, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention 
for step (h) to be completed subsequent to a total of the rebate sums deposited into the 
investment account under step (g) reaching a minimum level, for the obvious 
advantages of avoiding the expenses of administering an investment product with a 
trivial amount of money from a particular customer in it, and giving customers an 
incentive to make more purchases, with consequent fees, so as to accumulate a 
sufficient total of the rebate sums to qualify for an investment product. 

As per claim 6, Ganesan discloses: (f) cancelling the gift certificate if the 
redemption of the gift certificate under step (c) is not completed within a prescribed 
period of time (paragraph 211). 
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Claims 7-9 

Claims 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ferguson et al. (WO 98/38562) in view of Ganesan et al. (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2002/0087461), the anonymous article "Fidelity Forges a Link Between 
Mutual Funds and Credit Cards," hereinafter "Fidelity Forges a Link," and official notice. 
As per claim 7, Ferguson discloses an investment method, comprising the steps of: (a) 
establishing an investment account associated with an end-user with an institution 
having defined relationships with at least one retailer and an investment product 
provider wherein the retailer agrees to electronically transfer a rebate sum 
corresponding to a completed purchase transaction to the institution for deposit into the 
investment account (page 6, line 22, through page 9, line 5), and the investment product 
provider agrees to invest any sums deposited into the investment account into an 
investment product pre-selected by the end user and structured to generate a return at 
an estimated annual rate having a net value corresponding to a total of any sums 
deposited thereinto and the return generated by the investment product in relation 
thereto (page 7, line 29, through page 8, line 16). Ferguson is not quite explicit about 
the investment product provider agreeing to invest any sums deposited into the 
investment account into an investment product pre-selected by the end user, but there 
would be little point in having the investment product, "such as a mutual fund or an 
Individual Retirement Account," without arrangements for the investment product 
provider actually to deposit funds thereinto. Also, insofar as Ferguson is not fully 
explicit, official notice is taken that accounts such as mutual funds and IRA's are 
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structured to generate a return at an estimated annual rate having a net value 
corresponding to a total of any sums deposited thereinto and the return generated by 
the investment product in relation thereto. 

Ferguson does not disclose steps (b), (c), and (d), but Ganesan teaches: (b) 
creating, through the use of a computer, an electronic gift certificate for a prescribed gift 
amount (paragraphs 40-49 and 197-199; Figures 18A, 18B, 19A, 19B, and 19C); (c) 
electronically transmitting, through the use of a computer, the gift certificate to an end 
user (paragraphs 40-49 and 197-199; Figures 18A, 18B, 19A, 19B, and 19C); and (d) 
redeeming the gift certificate for the gift amount (paragraphs 204-206 and 208-210). 
Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of finance at the 
time of applicant's invention to create, transmit, and redeem electronic gift certificates, 
for the stated advantage of providing funds for the recipient to use however he may 
desire, and the obvious advantage of enabling the sender of a gift certificate to 
conveniently contribute to someone whom he wishes to aid. 

Ganesan does not disclose (e) increasing the net value of the investment 
account by electronically transferring the gift amount for the redeemed gift certificate 
into an investment account; and (f) transferring the gift amount from the investment 
account into an investment product, although Ganesan does disclose that the recipient 
can use the gift funds in any manner the recipient desires (paragraph 197). However, 
"Fidelity Forges a Link" teaches depositing funds (in addition to rebates) into an 
investment account, and transferring funds from the investment account into an 
investment product (entire article, especially second paragraph, beginning, "The Fidelity 
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Investor Card"). "Fidelity Forges a Link" does not expressly disclose that the funds are 
gift amounts, or that they are transferred electronically, but official notice is taken that it 
is well known to conduct financial transactions by electronic transfer, and that it is well 
known to save or invest money given as gifts. Hence, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention to transfer 
the gift amount into the investment account and thence into the investment product, for 
the obvious advantage of helping to save for retirement, one's children's education, or 
other purposes; and to transfer the gift amount electronically, for the obvious advantage 
of not having to travel to a financial institution in person, and for the obvious advantage 
of not having to employ a scrivener to write out records or the financial transfers by 
hand. 

As per claim 9, Ganesan teaches: (g) cancelling the gift certificate if the 
redemption of the gift certificate under step (d) is not completed within a prescribed 
period of time (paragraph 21 1). Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention to cancel the gift certificate if 
the redemption of the gift certificate under step (d) is not completed within a prescribed 
period of time, for the obvious advantage of avoiding keeping a gift certificate in 
financial limbo, with the recipient not enjoying it, and the sender uncertain of when or 
whether it would be charged against his account. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ferguson 
et al. (WO 98/38562), Ganesan et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0087461), "Fidelity Forges a Link," and official notice as applied to claim 7 above, 
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and further in view of Strachman ("Victoria Bank Offers its Trust Clients a Sweep Deal"). 
Ferguson discloses: (g) completing, through the use of a computer, multiple purchase 
transactions with at least one retailer (page 10, line 9, through page 11, line 14; page 
17, line 30, through page 18, line 1); and (h) increasing the net value of the investment 
account by electronically transferring rebate sums generated under step (g) thereinto 
(page 15, lines 12-21). Ferguson does not expressly disclose that the purchase 
transactions are completed on an intermittent basis, but official notice is taken that it is 
well known to complete multiple purchase transactions on an intermittent basis. Hence, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of finance at the time of 
applicant's invention for step (g) to comprise completing multiple purchase transactions 
on an intermittent basis, for the obvious advantage to the purchasers of making 
purchases as they found themselves in want of various goods and services, and able to 
afford them. 

Ferguson discloses investment products (page 7, line 29, through page 8, line 
16), but does not disclose (i) periodically transferring the rebate sums from the 
investment account into the investment product when a value of the investment account 
achieves a pre-selected threshold, but "Fidelity Forges a Link" teaches transferring 
rebate sums from the investment account into the investment product when a value of 
the investment account achieves a pre-selected threshold, and Strachman teaches 
periodically transferring sums from an account into a pre-selected investment product 
when a value of the account achieves a pre-selected threshold(see especially the eighth 
and subsequent paragraphs, beginning "Every morning"). Hence, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention to 
periodically transfer sums from the investment account into the investment product 
when a value of the investment account achieves a pre-selected threshold, for the 
obvious advantage of achieving a higher expected return on sums in excess of the 
threshold. 

Claims 10-12 

Claims 10, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ferguson et al. (WO 98/38562) in view of Ganesan et al. (U.S. 
Patent Application Publication 2002/0087461), the anonymous article "Fidelity Forges a 
Link Between Mutual Funds and Credit Cards," hereinafter "Fidelity Forges a Link," and 
'official notice. As per claim 10, Ferguson discloses an investment method, comprising 
the steps of: (a) establishing an investment account associated with an end-user with an 
institution having defined relationships with at least one retailer and an investment 
product provider wherein the retailer agrees to provide a rebate sum corresponding to a 
completed purchase transaction to the institution for deposit into the investment account 
(page 6, line 22, through page 9, line 5), the investment account being structured to 
generate a return at an estimated annual rate having a net value corresponding to a 
total of any sums deposited thereinto and the return generated by the investment 
product in relation thereto (page 7, line 29, through page 8, line 16). Also, insofar as 
Ferguson is not fully explicit, official notice is taken that accounts such as mutual funds 
and IRA's are structured to generate a return at an estimated annual rate having a net 
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value corresponding to a total of any sums deposited thereinto and the return generated 
by the investment product in relation thereto. 

Ferguson does not disclose steps (b), (c), and (d), but Ganesan teaches: (b) 
creating, through the use of a computer, an electronic gift certificate for a prescribed gift 
amount (paragraphs 40-49 and 197-199; Figures 18A, 18B, 19A, 19B, and 19C); (c) 
electronically transmitting, through the use of a computer, the gift certificate to an end 
user (paragraphs 40-49 and 197-199; Figures 18A, 18B, 19A, 19B, and 19C); and (d) 
redeeming the gift certificate for the gift amount (paragraphs 204-206 and 208-210). 
Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of finance at the 
time of applicant's invention to create, transmit, and redeem electronic gift certificates, 
for the stated advantage of providing funds for the recipient to use however he may 
desire, and the obvious advantage of enabling the sender of a gift certificate to 
conveniently contribute to someone whom he wishes to aid. 

Ganesan does not disclose (e) increasing the net value of the investment 
account by electronically transferring the gift amount for the redeemed gift certificate 
into an investment account; and (f) transferring the gift amount from the investment 
account into an investment product, although Ganesan does disclose that the recipient 
can use the gift funds in any manner the recipient desires (paragraph 197). However, 
"Fidelity Forges a Link" teaches depositing funds (in addition to rebates) into an 
investment account, and transferring funds from the investment account into an 
investment product (entire article, especially second paragraph, beginning, "The Fidelity 
Investor Card"). "Fidelity Forges a Link" does not expressly disclose that the funds are 
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gift amounts, or that they are transferred electronically, but official notice is taken that it 
is well known to conduct financial transactions by electronic transfer, and that it is well 
known to save or invest money given as gifts. Hence, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention to transfer 
the gift amount into the investment account and thence into the investment product, for 
the obvious advantage of helping to save for retirement, one's children's education, or 
other purposes; and to transfer the gift amount electronically, for the obvious advantage 
of not having to travel to a financial institution in person, and for the obvious advantage 
of not having to employ a scrivener to write out records or the financial transfers by 
hand. 

As per claim 1 1 , Ferguson discloses: (f) completing, through the use of a 
computer, at least one purchase transaction with the retailer (page 10, line 9, through 
page 11, line 14; page 17, line 30, through page 18, line 1); and (g) increasing the net 
value of the investment account by electronically transferring rebate sums generated 
under step (g) thereinto (page 15, lines 12-21). Ferguson does not expressly disclose 
that the purchase transactions are completed on an intermittent basis, but official notice 
is taken that it is well known to complete multiple purchase transactions on an 
intermittent basis. Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
of finance at the time of applicant's invention for step (g) to comprise completing 
multiple purchase transactions on an intermittent basis, for the obvious advantage to the 
purchasers of making purchases as they found themselves in want of various goods 
and services, and able to afford them. 
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Ferguson discloses investment products (page 7, line 29, through page 8, line 
16), but does not quite expressly disclose (h) transferring the rebate sum from the 
investment account into the investment product preselected by the end user, although 
this could be considered inherent, since the investment products would be pointless if 
sums were not transferred into them. However, "Fidelity Forges a Link" teaches 
transferring rebate sums from the investment account into an investment product 
(second and fifth paragraphs). Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention to transfer rebate sums from 
the investment account into the investment product, for the obvious advantage of 
achieving a higher expected return on the rebate sums. 

As per claim 12, Ganesan teaches: (f) cancelling the gift certificate if the 
redemption of the gift certificate under step (d) is not completed within a prescribed 
period of time (paragraph 21 1 ). Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention to cancel the gift certificate if 
the redemption of the gift certificate under step (d) is not completed within a prescribed 
period of time, for the obvious advantage of avoiding keeping a gift certificate in 
financial limbo, with the recipient not enjoying it, and the sender uncertain of when or 
whether it would be charged against his account. 

Claims 13-15 

Claims 13, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ganesan et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0087461) 
and in view of the anonymous article "Fidelity Forges a Link Between Mutual Funds and 
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Credit Cards," hereinafter "Fidelity Forges a Link," and official notice. As per claim 13, 
Ganesan discloses: (b) creating, through the use of a computer, an electronic gift 
certificate for a prescribed gift amount (paragraphs 40-49 and 197-199; Figures 18A, 
18B, 19A, 19B, and 19C); (c) electronically transmitting, through the use of a computer, 
the gift certificate to an end user (paragraphs 40-49 and 197-199; Figures 18A, 18B, 
19A, 19B, and 19C); and (d) redeeming the gift certificate for the gift amount 
(paragraphs 204-206 and 208-210). Ganesan does not disclose (e) electronically 
transferring the gift amount for the redeemed gift certificate into an investment account; 
and (f) transferring the gift amount from the investment account into an investment 
product. However, "Fidelity Forges a Link" teaches depositing funds into an investment 
account, and transferring funds from the investment account into an investment product 
which can be pre-selected by an end-user (entire article, especially second paragraph, 
beginning, "The Fidelity Investor Card," and fifth paragraph, beginning "When savings 
reach $2,500"). The existence of the investment account makes establishing it (step 
(a)) inherent. "Fidelity Forges a Link" does not expressly disclose that the funds are gift 
amounts, or that they are transferred electronically, but official notice is taken that it is 
well known to conduct financial transactions by electronic transfer, and that it is well 
known to save or invest money given as gifts. Hence, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art of finance at the time of applicant's invention to transfer 
the gift amount into the investment account, for the obvious advantage of helping to 
save for retirement, one's children's education, or other purposes; and to transfer the 
gift amount electronically, for the obvious advantage of not having to travel to a financial 
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institution in person, and for the obvious advantage of not having to employ a scrivener 
to write out records of the financial transfer by hand. 

As per claim 14, Ganesan does not disclose (g) completing at least one purchase 
transaction with at least one pre-authorized retailer for a prescribed purchase price, but 
"Fidelity Forges a Link" teaches a rebate on purchases (made using a credit card), 
which inherently implies completing at least one purchase transaction with at least one 
retailer, and official notice is taken that it is well known for credit card retailers to be pre- 
authorized (to process credit card transactions). "Fidelity Forges a Link" likewise 
teaches: (h) transferring a rebate sum corresponding to a prescribed percentage of the 
purchase price into the investment account; and later (i) transferring the rebate sum 
from the investment account into the investment product (entire article, especially 
second paragraph, beginning, "The Fidelity Investor Card"). "Fidelity Forges a Link" 
does not expressly disclose that the rebate sums are transferred electronically, but 
official notice is taken that it is well known to conduct financial transactions by electronic 
transfer. Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of finance 
at the time of applicant's invention to transfer the rebate sum into the investment 
account, and thence into the investment product, for the stated advantage of helping 
people save for such purposes as retirement or their children's educations; and to 
transfer the rebate sum electronically, for the obvious advantage of not having to travel 
to a financial institution in person, and for the obvious advantage of not having to 
employ a scrivener to write out records of the financial transfer by hand. 
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As per claim 15, Ganesan discloses: (f) cancelling the gift certificate if the 
redemption of the gift certificate under step (c) is not completed within a prescribed 
period of time (paragraph 211). 

Claims 16-21 

Claims 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ganesan et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0087461) 
and in view of the anonymous article "Fidelity Forges a Link Between Mutual Funds and 
Credit Cards," hereinafter "Fidelity Forges a Link," and official notice. As per claim 16, 
elements (a), (b), (d), (e), and (f) correspond to elements (a), (b), (c), (d), and (e) of 
claim 1, respectively, and are therefore rejected on the same grounds set forth above 
with regard to claim 1 . Ganesan does not disclose (c) establishing, through the use of a 
computer, an investment account associated with the end user, but "Fidelity Forges a 
Link" teaches investment accounts which would inherently have to be established, and 
official notice is taken that it is well known to use computers to establish and administer 
investment accounts. Hence, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art of finance at the time of applicant's invention to establish the investment account 
through the use of a computer, for the obvious advantages of not having to travel to a 
financial institution in person, and not having to employ a scrivener to write out records 
of the investment account by hand. 

Claims 17-21 are closely parallel to claims 2-6, respectively, and rejected on the 
same grounds set forth above with respect to those claims. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Dias et al. (U.S. Patent 6,170,017) disclose a method and 
system of coordinating actions among a group of servers and disclose e-commerce). 
Feidelson et al. (U.S. Patent 6,345,261) disclose a customer loyalty incentive program. 
Hardesty (U.S. Patent 6,592,030) discloses a financial transaction system with 
retirement saving benefit. Van Dusen (U.S. Patent 6,594,644) discloses an electronic 
gift certificate system. Nahmias (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0073480) 
discloses a method of providing a credit card-driven tuition incentive award program. 
Sullivan (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0193539) discloses a mutual fund 
card method and system. 

The anonymous articles, "iCanBuy.com and Security First Network Bank Teach 
Teens and Kids That It Pays to Save," and, "Free Plain-Talk Guides for Choosing 
Financial Accounts Now on Web," and the article by Pizzani, "'What Separates out the 
Great Businesses Is Great Management,'" give examples of gifts being saved and/or 
invested. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas D. Rosen, whose telephone number is 703- 
305-0753. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins, can be reached on 703-308-1344. The fax phone number 
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for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Non-official/draft communications can be faxed to the examiner at 703-746-5574. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

NICHOLAS D. ROSEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 

November 22, 2004 



